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(54) OUTPUT DEVICE AND METHOD 
(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To simplify a series of user operations of 
designation of print data and authentication by reading the authentication 
codes out of portable storage medium to collate these codes with each other 
and permitting the printing of the information sent from an information 
generation source based on the collation result. 
SOLUTION: A host computer 3000 writes and stores a produced 
authentication code and its incidental information into a removable IC card 
which is connected to an MC 7. An operator puts the IC.card into an IC card 
slot of a printer 1 500. Thus, the IC card is equivalent to an external memory 
14 and connected to the MC 7 to access the data which are stored in the 
printer 1 500. The printer 1 500 reads a code string and its incidental 
information out of the IC card and retrieves all of the transferred code'strings 
transferred that match the code strings stored in the IC card. Then the print 
data corresponding to the coincident code string are printed. 
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